CITY OF WATFORD CITY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
December 6, 2011

Minutes of the regular City Council meeting held on December 6, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Present were Mayor Brent Sanford and Council Members Justin Voll, Kris Pacheco, Deanne Valenzuela, and Shane Homiston.  Absent were Council Members Dave Uhlich (excused) and Bruce Erickson (unexcused).  Also present was City Planner Curt Moen, Attorney Wyatt Voll, Superintendent of Public Works Justin Smith and Auditor Laura Anderson.  Mayor Sanford called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Council Member Voll moved to approve the minutes of the city council meeting held on November 7, 2011 as presented.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. 
The Council reviewed the proposed City Tax Assessment Contract for Services between the City of Watford City and the County of McKenzie. The ad hoc committee made up of Deanne Valenzuela, Justin Voll, and Kris Pacheco will consider the city’s options and make a recommendation to the Council.

The Council reviewed letters received from Everett Mitchell and Todd Appel (President/CEO of Mitchell’s Oil Field Service, Inc.) regarding temporary employee housing.  The consensus of the Council was for City Planner Moen and Attorney Voll to draft a possible allowance to the moratorium on temporary workforce housing within city limits to allow limited employee housing on commercially zoned lots with a conditional use permit (similar to what is allowed in the ETA).
David Johnson, Advanced Engineering, provided an update on the work done by S.J. Louis Construction, Inc. on the utility extension project and reviewed the S.J. Louis progress bill of $404,079.86.  Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve payment of the S.J. Louis bill.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Voll, Homiston, Pacheco, and Valenzuela; nays: none.  

Police Chief Herfindahl was present and gave an update on the police department.  He noted that that the shortage of housing in Watford City makes it difficult to hire for the open police officer position.  The Council discussed possible rental terms for the new mobile home purchased for interim employee housing.  City Attorney Voll will prepare a lease agreement draft for review at the next meeting.
Chief Herfindahl brought up the need to fill the records clerk position as soon as possible.  It was the consensus of the Council to advertise for the position if necessary.
Council Member Voll moved to approve $600 in recorded buy funds to be used and maintained by the police department. Motion was seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Pacheco, Valenzuela, and Voll; nays: none.
Council Member Voll moved to approve the Facilities Agreement between the City of Watford City and the County of McKenzie for use of the county jail, office space, and dispatcher services for the period of January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012 for a fee of $44,000.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried by the following roll call vote:  ayes: Homiston, Voll, Pacheco, and Valenzuela; nays: none.
Council Member Voll reported on discussions that took place at the most recent McKenzie County EDC meeting.
Council Member Voll moved to approve the application for Special Permit by the American Legion (Carl E. Rogen Post #29) to sell and serve alcohol at the Veterans’ Memorial Building for their Christmas party on December 9, 2011 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried unanimously. 

Council Member Voll, chairman of the Water, Sewer and Garbage committee, reviewed the following Utility Rate Resolution No. 2012-01.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1City Ordinance 3-102 states the utility shall be operated such that it is self-supporting and self-perpetuating.  It allows the utility to make a profit which can be used to contribute to the cost of any other City function as allowed under North Dakota Century Code Section 40-33.  To date, it is the intent of the City Council to operate the utility on a self-supporting and self-perpetuating basis and not to make a profit for other purposes.

WHEREAS, Chapter 3, Section 3-219 allows that water and sewer rates may be fixed from time to time by resolution of the City Council and the City reserves the right to change the rates from time to time as it deems best.

WHEREAS, Chapter 4, Section 4-307 allows for fees for collection of garbage and rubbish by the City and the disposal thereof shall be as determined by resolution by the City Council. 
The Council’s intent is to evaluate the rates yearly and adjust them to generate enough money to cover the yearly costs, replace the treatment facilities every 30 years, and replace one block of water and sewer main each year.  
Currently, the City Council has invested large sums of money to generate income for the utilities. The income from the investments is intended to supplement the utilities to keep the rates reasonable and ensure there are funds available for replacement projects.  

Items to be addressed each year when evaluating the rates are as follows:

A. Normal operating cost

B. Costs for main replacement

C. Cost for treatment facility replacements

D. Interest income on investments

E. Whether or not the assumptions for self-perpetuating the system are adequate.

Effective January 1, 2012 the rates for utility services are to be adjusted as follows:

WATER


Basic Service


Base Rate




         $19.60


Unit Charge




  $1.63/1000 gallons

Hook-up Fee (New Connection, no previous


service to property) 



Up to 1” Water Service Line


$550



Up to 2” Water Service Line    
         $1,900

WATER SALESMAN



$25.00/1000 gallons







 $1.05/barrel

SEWER


Residential

Minimum Monthly Fee

        
         $18.57

Unit Charge            


 
  $0.79/1000 gallons

Maximum (based on 8000 gal/mo)

         $24.89

Hook-up Fee (New Connection, no previous

            service to property) 



Up to 1” Water Service Line         
            $300


Up to 2” Water Service Line
                        $750

Business


Minimum Monthly Fee 


        $18.57

Unit Charge to 10,600



 $0.79/1000 gallons

Over 10,600           



 $1.00/1000 gallons

Hook-up Fee (New Connection, no previous


service to property)



Up to 1” Water Service Line
         
           $300


Up to 2” Water Service Line
                       $1,000
GARBAGE

	

	WATFORD CITY 2012 COMMERCIAL SANITATION RATE STRUCTURE

	 
	CANS 
	DUMPSTERS  

	DUMPS/ WEEK
	1 CAN
	2 CANS
	3 CANS
	1 YARD
	1.5 YARD
	2 YARD
	3 YARD
	4 YARD

	1
	$19.90 
	 
	 
	$43.79 
	$52.48 
	$61.14 
	$78.68 
	$95.99 

	2
	 
	 
	 
	$86.56 
	$103.85 
	$121.11 
	$155.86 
	$190.38 

	3
	 
	 
	 
	$129.33 
	$155.22 
	$181.08 
	$233.05 
	$284.77 

	4
	 
	 
	 
	$172.08 
	$206.59 
	$241.05 
	$310.22 
	$379.16 

	5
	$33.00 
	$65.98 
	$98.98 
	$214.85 
	$257.96 
	$308.75 
	$387.41 
	$473.54 

	6
	 
	 
	 
	$257.62 
	$309.33 
	$361.00 
	$464.59 
	$567.93 

	7
	 
	 
	 
	$300.39 
	$360.70 
	$420.98 
	$541.77 
	$662.32 


The Utility Rate Resolution No. 2012-01 was introduced and passed at a regular meeting of the City Council of Watford City on the 6th day of December, 2011.  Council Member Voll moved to approve the Utility Rate Resolution showing a 0% increase in water base rate and 3% increase in water unit charge; a 8% increase in sewer base (minimum) rate and a 10% increase in sewer unit charge; 2% increase in residential garbage rates and 10% increase in commercial garbage rates; and a 42% increase in water salesman rates to $25.00/1000 gallons and $1.05 per barrel.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Voll, Homiston and Pacheco; nays: none.  
Council Member Voll left for another engagement at 7:40 p.m. 

Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Pacheco moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by Hot Iron, Inc. to rezone T150N, Range 98W, Section 17, E ½, NE ¼ NE ¼, 20 acres, McKenzie County from A-2 to R-1 with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report. Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Homiston, and Pacheco; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Homiston moved to approve the Zone Change Application submitted by T & L Dirtwork, Inc. to rezone 408 13th Ave SW, Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, Block 2, Old West Subdivision, McKenzie County to C-1 from A-2 with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report. Motion seconded by Council Member Valenzuela and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Valenzuela and Pacheco; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve the Conditional Use Application submitted by CCS Midstream Services, LLC for purpose of allowing employee housing located at 504 13th Ave SW, Lot 7 & 8, Block 2, Old West Subdivision in Ideal Township, McKenzie County with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the previous Staff Report (dated 8-24-11).  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pacheco, Homiston and Valenzuela; nays: none.
Upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, Council Member Homiston moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit submitted by T & R Trucking to allow for employee housing at Lots 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9 of Old West Subdivision, First Addition, W ½ NE ¼ of Section 25, T150N, R99W, McKenzie County with the conditions set forth under Recommendations in the Staff Report and that a fence must be installed around the housing or the whole property. Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Valenzuela, Pacheco, Homiston; nays: none.
Council Member Homiston reported that the Personnel Committee would meet to update the personnel policy manual. 
Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve Mayor Sanford’s reappointment of Caralynn Olson to the McKenzie County Public Library Board for a 3-year term from January 1, 2012 to January 1, 2015.  Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously.
Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve Mayor Sanford’s appointment of Kris Pacheco to the Planning Commission for the remainder of Jim Svihovec’s term (6/30/12) due to Mr. Svihovec’s resignation. Motion seconded by Council Member Homiston and carried unanimously.
Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve Mayor Sanford’s appointment of Jeff Ruggles to the Roughrider Fund Committee for the remainder of Jim Svihovec’s term (9/30/12) due to Mr. Svihovec’s resignation. Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously.

City Planner Moen, Superintendent of Public Works Smith, and Attorney Voll presented their monthly reports to the City Council.  

Council Member Valenzuela moved to approve payment of $99,000 to John Dunlap/Watford City Hospitality Associates, LLC for the construction of public improvements at Creekside Second Addition as initially authorized in September 2009.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Homiston, Valenzuela and Pacheco; nays: none.
The cash report for October 2011 was reviewed.
Council Member Homiston moved to approve the bills as listed.  Motion seconded by Council Member Pacheco and carried unanimously. EFPTS  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1$12,434.71; EFTPS $10,752.16; TASC $377.26; TASC $377.26; NDPERS $515.00; NDPERS $515.00; Payroll $73,287.15; Aflac $1,342.52; Colonial Ins. $117.15; BCBS $19,033.40; NDPERS $7,867.28; NDPERS $247.90; Symetra $216.85; Billie Dixon $49,436.61; Centennial Homes $65,360.00; Advanced Engineering $41,357.25; Ambient Electric and Design $1,414.36; American Legion Post #29 $74.00; Astro Chem Service, Inc. $340.00; Balco Uniform Comp., Inc. $49.00; Biolynceus, LLC $2,380.88; Carquest Auto Parts $213.46; Charlie's Service $500.00; Comfort Inn – Bismarck $195.00; D & J Cleaners & Supply $144.25; Dacotah Paper Co. $770.32; Dakota Fence $12,500.00; Dan and Ginger Fladeland $975.00; DW Excavating, Inc. $2,070.00; Fargo Water Equipment $24,590.15; Farmers Union Oil Co $129.19; Farmers Union Oil Co. Inc. $10,679.06; Fastenal Company $60.31; Gaffaney's, Inc. $871.08; Hawkins, Inc. $1,546.70; Heggen Equipment, Inc. $82.96; Information Technology Dept $195.00; Interstate Standard $55.71; J. P. Cooke Company $106.51; Jack and Jill $37.68; Jesse Wellen $591.10; Jim Hanson Masonry Inc. $5,280.00; Larsen Service Drug Inc $27.40; Lund Oil Inc. $1,744.63; Lyle Signs Inc. $177.67; Mandan Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. $641.55; McKennett Law Firm $6,560.00; McKenzie Building Center, Inc. $154.25; McKenzie Co Farmer, Inc. $483.64; McKenzie Co Recorder $36.00; McKenzie Co Recorder $19.00; McKenzie County Rural Water $27,717.86; McKenzie Electric Coop, Inc. $996.00; Meuchel Computer Service & Office Supply $292.11; Mike's Super Valu, Inc. $250.94; Mondak Portables, LLC $1,400.00; Montana Dakota Utilities, Inc. $8,973.45; Municipal Government Academy $15.00; National Association of County Engineers $130.00; National Oilwell Varco, L.P. $390.04; ND Water Users Association $300.00; Nelson International $135.55; NSC Minerals $2,346.92; NW Dakota Public Transit $2,000.00; OK Implement, Inc. $612.01; One Call Concepts, Inc. $135.20; Petty Cash $549.33; Pioneer Museum $20,000.00; Postmaster $547.18; Power Plan OIB $65.72; RDO Equipment Co $19,451.72; Recorded Buy Cash $600.00; Reservation Telephone $1,103.44; Roughrider Industries $1,577.80; S.J. Louis Construction, Inc. $404,079.86; Share Corporation $2,112.89; Sirchie Finger Print Laboratories $69.96; Swanston Equipment Corp. $259.70; Tessa Moberg dba Wiggles & Giggles $5,000.00; Verizon Wireless $711.56; Visa $565.80; Watford City Hospitality Assoc., LLC $99,000.00; Watford City Park District $2,630.63; Xerox Corporation $206.79.
The public hearing for the Petition to Vacate Alley submitted by Kody and Bethany Devlin will be held on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting will be on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:54 p.m.  These minutes are published subject to the City Council’s Review and Revision pursuant to NDCC 40-01-09.1.  

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________



__________________________
Laura Anderson





Brent Sanford, Mayor

City Auditor
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